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WIDE RECEIVERS (5) 
Karsten Bailey: Former Seahawk beat out Charles Lee for the No. 5 spot. Showed some speed, 
some toughness and some hands. Might have enough ability to be a No. 4. Grade: D. 

Donald Driver: Went to training camp as No. 4 and by late September was No. 1. Regarded by 
the coaches as the team's best player on special teams last year and might well have been the 
team's best player on offense this year. Will go anywhere for a ball regardless of collision factor. 
Displayed unforgettable valor and went way, way beyond the call of duty to play with damaged 
shoulder in playoffs. Had 17 catches for 20 yards or more, most by a Packers wide receiver since 
Antonio Freeman had 19 in 1998. Must work even harder to improve hands (nine drops). 
Blocked well for his size. Grade: A- 

 Robert Ferguson: Just turned 23. Wasn't ready to hold starting split end job and slipped to No. 
4, but refused to pout and was No. 3 by the end. Extremely gifted athlete with explosive speed, 
jumping ability and great hands. Needs to run better routes and tighten everything about his 
game. Displayed admirable toughness in the second half of the season; almost always was the 
first man down in kick coverage. Has a chance to be really special. Grade: B- 

Terry Glenn: Didn't cause any overt problems off the field but was a disappointment on it. 
Starting with the first week of training camp he stayed down or went out whenever he took a stiff 
shot. You have to question a player's toughness and desire when that happens on a consistent 
basis. He's an up-the-field, outside-the-numbers receiver and was slightly miscast in the West 
Coast offense, but it's doubtful whether he has enough left physically or emotionally to excel in 
even a more vertical passing game. Offered next to nothing (3.91 yards) after the catch, 160 NFL 
players scored more than his two touchdowns and he really doesn't want to block. Had just three 
catches for more than 30 yards and 7 drops. If Mike Sherman brings him back, he has to start 
him. Does he want to do that? Grade: C- 

Javon Walker: Rookie season was a washout until he flashed his potential in the playoffs. Many 
mistakes are made, however, by placing too much emphasis on the final game. The Packers 
minimized the low Wonderlic test scores and numerous drops at Florida State that concerned 
many other teams but he ended up making too many mistakes and dropped nine of 59 passes. 
There's a lot to work with athletically and rookie wideouts in this system take time, but at this 
point it's 50-50 whether he becomes a player or a bust. Grade: D- 

TIGHT ENDS (3) 
Tyrone Davis: Accepted a first-week paycut, stayed healthy and by Week 10 had unseated 
David Martin as the top backup. Had two catches for 20 yards or more, one more than Bubba 
Franks, and dropped one of 13 passes. Was charged with just one-half "bad run" (1 yard or less 
in non-goal-line or short-yardage situations). Will be 31 in June but will be welcome back in 
camp. Grade: C- 



Bubba Franks: Gets better each season. Dropped just one of 76 passes, a drastic reduction from 
five in 55 last year and five in 56 the year before. Never misses a game or practice. Good point-
of-attack blocker against bigger people and sustained better on the back side, but still needs to 
finish each block with more grit. Excellent red-zone threat but declining average after the catch 
(2.61 in 2002, 3.03 in '01 and 4.27 in '00) reflects limited speed and elusiveness. Grade: B- 

David Martin: Fell off the map and either was inactive or didn't play in six of the last eight 
games. Maybe nothing more than a tease. Added bulk and strength but still not much of a 
blocker. Runs well but coaching staff appeared to lose all confidence in him. Needs to compete 
with more fire or '03 training camp will be his last. Grade: D- 

OFFENSIVE LINE (11) 
Kevin Barry: Racine native should be the Packers' rookie of the year. Started three games at 
right tackle late in the year and allowed one-half sack, no knockdowns and 3 pressures while 
being responsible for 2 ½ "bad" runs. Giant of a man who didn't back down a bit from 
monumental challenges. Classic right-tackle dimensions and horsepower but don't be surprised if 
club opens camp with him as the starting left tackle if Chad Clifton isn't ready. Grade: C+ 

Jeff Blackshear: Spent a month in Green Bay's training camp and then 11 days at the end of the 
season. Will be 34 in March. Grade: Incomplete 

Chad Clifton: Had two good performances against Detroit's James Hall but little else stands out 
about his season. Missed the equivalent of 7 ½ games with knee and pelvis injuries. Almost a 
happy-go-lucky person whose resolve will be tested throughout his rehabilitation from the 
separated pelvis courtesy of Tampa Bay's Warren Sapp. Not the toughest player on the roster but 
an athletic, reliable left tackle whose long suit is pass protection. Grade: C+ 

Earl Dotson: Played the equivalent of 12 ½ games at right tackle and did a respectable job. 
Played about 15 pounds lighter than he did during his salad years to reduce stress on back and 
knees. A load only on occasion these days as a run blocker and trying to get by more with 
technique than balance or punch as a pass blocker. Allowed a total of 22 ½ sacks, knockdowns 
and hurries, 91/2 more than anyone else. Turned 32 in December and wants to return. Grade: C- 

Bill Ferrario: Finally got a chance to play (the equivalent of 1 ½ games at right guard) and 
didn't embarrass himself. Squatty build. Marginal athlete. Backup offensive linemen really have 
to want it and the Packers still aren't sure if he does. Helped himself in training camp by learning 
how to play center. Grade: D 

Mike Flanagan: A season to end all seasons. Broke thumb Aug. 2 and didn't return to lineup 
until Sept. 29. In all, played the equivalent of 9 ½ games at left tackle, four games at center and 
one-half game at right guard. Too light for tackle but gave up just 2 ½ sacks there and saved the 
offense from ruination. His missed cut block on fourth-and-goal in the playoff game probably 
cost a touchdown. Time for good health, a measure of selfishness and a bid for Pro Bowl status 
at center. Grade: B 



Marco Rivera: Suffered torn medial collateral ligaments in his left and right knees on different 
weeks but never missed a start. Had sensational season as pass protector, allowing total of just  
5 ½ sacks (0), knockdowns (2 ½) and hurries (3) after allowing as many as 25 in 1999. Used to 
whiff against quickness but doesn't anymore. Excellent technician, stays square and works to 
finish in-line and pulling. Has grown into an outstanding team leader. Grade: A- 

Mark Tauscher: Suffered two torn knee ligaments and cartilage damage in Week 2 and had 
surgery Oct. 11. Rated the team's best offensive lineman a year ago. Signed a six-year extension 
in November when club gambled on his return to health. Grade: Incomplete 

Mike Wahle: Not quite as good as Rivera on a down-in, down-out basis but a much better 
athlete and even more explosive in space. One of the top five guards in the NFC. Plays with 
heart, hustle and rough-housing style. Reduced number of "bad" runs from 16 to 9 ½ but still has 
some shortcomings as an in-line drive blocker. Won't be 26 until March and still has room to 
improve in protection (allowed 13 sacks, knockdowns and hurries, second most on team). 
Grade: B+ 

Frank Winters: Underwent arthroscopic surgery to remove knee cartilage Jan. 8 after playing 
last six games with it. The epitome of an old warhorse who, all things considered, probably had 
his poorest season in Green Bay. Played the equivalent of 12 games at center. Led the team in 
"bad" runs with 10 ½ Will be 39 in 10 days but won't quit until someone makes him. Grade: D+ 

Jerry Wisne: Drafted by Mark Hatley for Chicago in fifth round out of Notre Dame in 1999. 
Nine games (one start) for entire career. Enormous right-tackle type who struggled to adjust and 
learn in college. Grade: Incomplete 

QUARTERBACKS (3) 
Brett Favre: Absolutely sensational through nine games with passer rating of 101.7. Seldom, if 
ever, played better for such a prolonged stretch of games. Wouldn't give in to the killer mistake 
and made big plays no matter who was alongside him or what was happening. Still turned in 
virtuoso performances down the stretch against San Francisco and at home against Minnesota, 
but had below-average to lousy games at Minnesota, at Tampa Bay, at the Jets and against 
Atlanta. Final eight-game rating of 64.9 lowered his 17-game mark to 83.3. Without equal as 
leader, playmaker and gunslinger. Still can thread the needle anywhere on the field and directs 
the best two-minute drill in the business. Forced the ball down the stretch (14 of his 18 
interceptions were completely his fault and three others were partially). Appeared emotionally 
drained at year's end. The Packers would be lost without him. Grade: B+ 

Craig Nall: Was horrible in first two exhibition games and very good in the last two. He'll get 
his chance. Grade: Incomplete 

Doug Pederson: Will turn 35 in a few weeks but it's a young 35. Still has his legs, still has an 
OK arm and still has intimate knowledge of the West Coast offense. Grade: D 

RUNNING BACKS (6) 
Tony Carter: Too old (30) and too light (235) to have a future here but did a professional job as 
12-game backup. Grade: D 



Najeh Davenport: Coaches didn't figure out that he was a better running back than fullback 
until the regular season but at least they know now. Almost 250 pounds with pile-driving power 
and surprising speed. Needed eye-socket surgery Nov. 19 but should be back good as new. 
Packers will groom him as their T.J. Duckett. Grade: C- 

 Tony Fisher: Free-agent rookie who rushed 76 times for 306 yards (4-yard average) and caught 
21 for 81 (3.9). Inspires trust in coaches with exceptional hands (no drops in 25 throws) and 
maturity. Struggled after the catch and kept losing his feet. Looks like no better than a solid 
backup because of ordinary speed but it should be remembered that no back at the combine 
outdid his 41 ½ inch vertical jump and 10-6 broad jump. He is a talented guy. Grade: D+ 

Ahman Green: Rugged, relentless runner who was limited to 63% of the snaps (81% in '01) 
because of thigh and knee injuries and also was in and out with a bad case of asthma. Respected 
far and wide for his no-nonsense style, he became the first Green Bay running back to make the 
Pro Bowl for two straight seasons since John Brockington 30 years ago. Appeared to tighten his 
game (no penalties after having five each of the last two seasons and just one dropped pass 
through Week 10) but then dropped eight in last seven weeks. The Packers must hope that his 
noticeable decline in speed was injury-related and doesn't suggest the slippage that will come. 
Doesn't turn 26 for another month. Grade: B+ 

William Henderson: He has been driving his body and head into defenders as the starting 
fullback for seven straight years. Since 2000, he has been a frequent and valued core player on 
special teams. Finally, all those collisions have begun to take their toll. His ability to finish lead 
blocks and hit moving targets on counters has diminished, plus he's so thick and stiff that his 
flexible target area as a receiver is almost nil. He led the team in "bad" blocks with 13, up from 
10 last year. Maybe the Packers can get one more year from him. Grade: C 

Eric Metcalf: If he's anywhere near Clarke Hinkle Field come the start of training camp you'll 
know the Packers still haven't found a return specialist. Grade: D- 

Final grades: Defensive players 

Last Updated: March 10, 2003 

DEFENSIVE LINE (10) 
Gilbert Brown: Had some strong games in the first half of the season but then missed three full 
games and portions of two others with ankle and hip injuries. Available for 13 of 18 games in 
2001 and 13 of 17 this year, which simply isn't enough. Immovable when he wants to be and 
showed some of his old range at times, too. A tower of power in short-yardage but tuckers out 
late in games. Will be 32 in Feb. The Packers can't bring him back again, can they? Grade: C- 

Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila: Averaged 19 snaps in first three games and then 52.1 when Joe 
Johnson's season-ending injury made him a starter. Established himself as a premier pass rusher, 
leading the team with combination of 41 sacks (12), knockdowns (111/2) and hurries (171/2) 
after leading with 34 in '01. Double-teamed on 31.1% of dropbacks this year, down from 38.1% 
last year. Almost carried the pass rush for long stretches. A purist who doesn't have a celebratory 
or self-promoting bone in his body. The problem is that he's too small and at times too 
undisciplined to play the run, which was all so obvious too often. Grade: B+ 



Vonnie Holliday: Had 5 sacks against Buffalo, 1 against everybody else. Wasn't his old self 
against the run, either. Missed six games with chest and knee injuries, meaning he has played 
just two full seasons out of five. Can expect to see big-money offers if he isn't re-signed by 
March 1. A solid but never great "power" end who sometimes almost seems to out-think himself. 
Grade: C 

Cletidus Hunt: Made his contract year his best yet and now finds himself in line for a 
blockbuster deal from the Packers or another team. Still does some immature things that make 
you wonder and remains one step away from a year's suspension under the NFL substance-abuse 
policy. Nevertheless, with his combination of size, quick getaway and strength, he can be almost 
impossible to block. Look for at least one team to throw caution to the wind and go for the quick 
signing. Had 19 sacks, knockdowns and hurries, compared to 12 in 2001 and 10 ½ in '00. 
Registered 9 ½ tackles for loss, most by a Packers tackle since John Jurkovic had 10 ½ in '94. 
Grade: B 

Joe Johnson: Underwent surgery Oct. 10 for second major triceps injury in two years, leaving 
the area less flexible and leaving him vulnerable to another tear in the area around it. Looked like 
a phlegmatic, rapidly descending player in the first three games, just locking up with blockers 
and not threatening the corner whatsoever. Was somewhat better in the next two games, but he'll 
be 31 before the start of camp so the Packers really aren't sure what they're going to get now. 
Vastly overpaid but the Packers have got to get another year or two from him. Grade: C- 

Aaron Kampman: Surprisingly effective fifth-round pick. Started six games early for the 
injured Holliday and made more plays than his ability level should allow. Finds the football 
against the run because he's strong and smart. Applies decent pressure because he is more than 
just a thrasher and never stops trying. A relentless rookie whose entire season went south with a 
broken hand in Week 10. Much better at end than inside. Grade: C 

Billy Lyon: For some reason the coaches soured on him late in the season. Only defensive 
lineman to play all 16 regular-season games but was inactive for playoffs. A 29-year-old 
unrestricted free agent who can look forward to a nice payday from a tackle-poor team. Trailed 
only "KGB," Hunt and Holliday with 17 sacks, knockdowns and hurries and was fifth in total 
snaps with 410. Can play three of the four positions and goes all-out all the time. Grade: C+ 

Jamal Reynolds: Played eight games in each of first two seasons but was mildly more 
productive this year. Had 91/2 sacks, knockdowns and hurries in 132 snaps in '02 compared to 4 
sacks, knockdowns and hurries in 147 snaps in '01. An undersized player with a non-assertive 
personality and a problematic left knee that has bothered him for 11/2 years but should be better 
by next summer. Worth another look. Don't hold your breath. Grade: D+ 

Rod Walker: Played more (424 snaps) than Brown did (337) but wasn't as effective. Kept 
getting turned against the run in the Atlanta game, creating a damning last impression. If he can 
stay square, he has some value. Doesn't always read blocking combinations quickly but every 
week seems to raise an eyebrow or two with his hustle and chase. Nose tackle only. Grade: C- 



Steve Warren: Had 7 solo tackles (1 for loss) and 5 sacks, knockdowns and hurries in 221 snaps 
in '00, then sat out '01 with a blown thigh. Had 10 solos (1 ½ for loss) and 5 ½ sacks, 
knockdowns and hurries in 366 snaps in '02. Pint-sized nose tackle with a knack for batting balls. 
Has some movement ability. Buckles too easily against double-teams and really isn't very stout 
against the run. Grade: D 

LINEBACKERS (6): 
Na'il Diggs: Sensible, smart, resilient player. Overtook Nate Wayne as both the team's dime 
linebacker and best linebacker. Doesn't have great range, striking power or cover ability. Better 
against the run in base than dime. Led team in tackles for loss with 111/2, most by a Green Bay 
linebacker since at least 1991. Led linebackers in sacks, knockdowns and hurries with 9. Also 
drew 5 penalties after not having any in first two seasons. Missed 10 tackles, way down from 17 
in '01 but way up from 1 in '00. Grade: B- 

Paris Lenon: Led the team in solo tackles on special teams with 16 but can hardly be 
categorized as a great cover man. Almost never played from scrimmage. Built more for the weak 
side but by mid-season was the top backup in the middle. Took K.D. Williams' place on the 
roster but was no better or worse. Grade: D 

Torrance Marshall: Made some plays on special teams when he was in the mood but seldom 
seemed to play with much intensity. Played even less this year than last year after another 
fruitless exhibition season trying to play middle linebacker. Lacks the instincts, quickness, body 
snap and desire for that position, so the coaches had nothing to lose and began to dabble with 
him on the weak side and at fullback. With Henderson showing his age, maybe fullback offers 
his best final shot. Or maybe the Packers won't even bring him to camp. Grade: D- 

Hardy Nickerson: Offered more presence than Bernardo Harris in the huddle and maybe was a 
little better in coverage, but Harris' big edge against the interior run made him the better choice 
to play the middle this season. At least Nickerson didn't get hurt. Too old (37), too slow, too 
small and too soft. A total of 20 players on defense made at least one "turnover" play 
(interception, fumble recovery, fumble forced) but Nickerson didn't make any. Missed 12 
tackles, tied for second-most on the team. He was the No. 1 reason why the Packers allowed their 
most yards per carry (4.84) in 46 years. Grade: D 

Nate Wayne: Turns 28 today but is beat-up for his age and must be replaced as a starter no later 
than 2004. Knee problems caused him to lose some speed, and as an undersized player it was 
something he couldn't afford to lose. Two years ago he would race across the field and deliver a 
big hit. This year, he seemed almost incapable of that. Not that Wayne didn't make big plays. He 
led the team in "turnover" plays with 8, including 3 interceptions for the second year in a row. 
He also missed 12 tackles and had just 31/2 tackles for loss at a position that is designed to do 
much more than that. Allowed 51/2 plays of 20 yards or more, most by a linebacker. Grade: C 

Marcus Wilkins: Free-agent rookie who can really run but is green as grass at the position. 
Active for only five games, he put his hand down and rushed on 39 snaps in three games and had 
2 hurries. More promising than the other three backups because of speed. Grade: D 



DEFENSIVE BACKS (11) 
Marques Anderson: The most overrated player on the roster. Ran back two tipped balls for 
touchdowns to make headlines and highlight packages and became a starter from Week 6 on. Did 
make skillful interceptions in Weeks 6 and 10 but then didn't break up a single pass in the final 
seven games. A complete liability against the run (missed a team-high total of 19 tackles) and 
not much better against the pass (allowed a team-high total of 61/2 plays of 20 yards or more). 
Played so atrociously last Saturday night that the coaches yanked him in the middle of at least 
one series. Constantly out of position all year long. Needs to forget about the lucky plays, make 
an attitude adjustment and get down to the basics next year. Grade: D 

Matt Bowen: Ended up having to start six games. Missed just 4 tackles, allowed two plays of 20 
yards or more, didn't give up a touchdown pass and tied for second in special-teams solo tackles 
with 14. Short-circuited on playoff punt, handing Falcons an early touchdown, and the rout was 
on. Tackles too high but does tackle hard and shows good range. Will struggle breaking down in 
space and lacks some agility and awareness in coverage. Projects as a competent third safety for 
a lot of teams. Grade: C- 

Antuan Edwards: The book on him hasn't changed one iota over the years: not physical enough 
to play safety and not fast enough to play cornerback. What he does best is what he did for the 
final 10 games after returning from a broken arm. That is, cover out of the slot as the dime back. 
Exposed in coverage as the starting strong safety in Weeks 1-3. Stays away from the head-on 
stuff and missed 9 tackles, tied for second-most in the secondary despite his part-time status. 
Grade: D 

Bhawoh Jue: Played better down the stretch last year at safety than Anderson did this year. 
Suffered through a wasted year with a groin/abdominal problem that finally had to be repaired 
surgically near mid-season. If his speed comes back, he should project into the fluid situation at 
cornerback. Don't rule his future out at safety, either. Grade: Incomplete 

Tod McBride: An emotional person who has a strong mind of his own and can be a hard player 
to coach. Started 4 games due to injury, giving him 10 starts in last two seasons, and probably 
played better as a starter than he did as a nickel back. He's a physical, throw-down type of tackler 
with prototype size. Figures to test the unrestricted market come March 1. A team that wants him 
to start would have to become convinced he has the speed and lateral agility to cover top wide 
receivers on the outside. Bothered by asthma in cold weather. Grade: C- 

Mike McKenzie: A very good cover cornerback who didn't play quite as well as he did last year. 
Missed 9 tackles, six more than in '01, and stayed pinned too many times along the sideline as a 
ball carrier flew by. Had his usual outstanding year in coverage, allowing just 5 plays of 20 yards 
or more. When he does get beat, opponents say it's because he is lulled to sleep or gets bored. 
Grade: B 

Darren Sharper: Pro Bowl starter who missed four games with hamstring and knee injuries. 
Had to spend most of his time in center field because of Anderson's inadequacies. Broke up only 
10 passes, way down from 24 last year and 23 the year before. Tied for second among NFL 
safeties for most interceptions with 7, but 3 came on desperation Hail Mary heaves. Steady as a 
rock in coverage, allowing just 11/2 plays of 20 yards or more compared to 81/2 in '01 and 11 in 
'99. Seldom blitzed and didn't have a sack, knockdown or hurry all year after having had 4 in '01 
and 8 in '00. Must get back more to the line of scrimmage in '03. Grade: B+ 



Jacoby Shepherd: Second-round draft choice by St. Louis in 2000 who flopped there and with 
Houston this year. Added to the roster on New Year's Day and under contract for '03. Based on 
one day of practice he's a physical specimen with a smooth back-pedal and good speed. The 
knock on him is character. Grade: Incomplete 

Erwin Swiney: Rookie free agent who was cut four times by the Packers in the last eight 
months. On the thin side with ordinary speed and toughness. Grade: Incomplete 

Bryant Westbrook: The Lions and Cowboys gave up on him in the last year when neither team 
had even a single cornerback of value. The Packers signed him Oct. 9, and four days later he was 
making an enormous interception in New England as the dime back. Also played extensively in 
the dime in three of his other six games. He was playing at a Pro Bowl level for Detroit in '00 
when he blew out his left Achilles' tendon. The Packers would like to re-sign him before 
unrestricted free agency. Grade: D+ 

Tyrone Williams: Allowed just 5 plays of 20 yards or more, down from 12 in '01 and only one 
more than his personal-low of 4 in '00. Say whatever you want about his tackling and lack of 
physical presence but the fact remains that he managed to get people down this year, missing just 
2 tackles in 16 games. He had 13 in '01, 9 in '00 and 10 in '99. He did have a career-high total of 
7 penalties, including 5 for pass interference. Williams is prepared to void the final year of his 
contract and become a free agent. He will be 30 in May but has value because of his man cover 
ability and durability. Grade: B- 

 

Final grades: Special teams 

Last Updated: Jan. 11, 2003 

Josh Bidwell: Wasn't quite as effective as last year but still performed with distinction for cold-
weather team. Tied for 16th in gross average (41.7 yards) and ranked 10th in net average (35.7). 
He averaged 4.10 seconds of hang time, down from 4.22 last year and about the same as '00, 
when as a first-time regular he averaged 4.13. Grade: B- 

Rob Davis: Had his first horrible snap since arriving in November 1997 on an aborted field-goal 
try against Washington. Sucked it up and played the last nine games on a bad big toe that might 
require surgery. Has worked as a bouncer in the past and revels in working the enforcer role in 
and around piles and brouhahas. Grade: C+ 

Ryan Longwell: Improved from 28th to eighth in field-goal accuracy by making 28 of 34 
(82.4%). Helped by average distance per attempt of 34.8 yards, which tied for 27th. Last year, 
his average was 5 yards longer (39.6) and ranked third. Did miss from 47 and 44 in the playoffs. 
His kickoffs were better (62.76 yards, 3.73 hang time) but still not good enough. Grade: B 
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