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Scouts from each of the NFC North teams were asked last week to rank the top three 
players in the division at each position. They were not permitted to vote for their own 
players, and none of the comments that follow in the position-by-position rundown was 
made by a scout about a player on his own team. A first-place vote was worth three 
points, a second-place vote was worth two and a third-place vote was worth one. 
Asterisks denote unanimous selections.  

OFFENSE 

NO. 1 WIDE RECEIVER: *Muhsin Muhammad (Chi.), 9 points. Others: Donald 
Driver (GB), 7; Roy Williams (Det.), 5; Travis Taylor (Minn.), 3.  

Comments: Muhammad dropped 11 passes and cost the Bears $12 million in signing 
bonus, but he was light years better than the No. 1 from '94, David Terrell. "It's a bad 
group," one scout said. "If (Rex) Grossman had been the quarterback it'd have been easier 
to determine where Muhammad is at in his career." Driver had one of his finest seasons. 
"He's still a better 2 than he is a 1," one scout said. Williams ranks as a two-year 
disappointment. "He has to understand the difference between being hurt and being 
injured," one scout said. 

LEFT TACKLE: Chad Clifton (GB), 8. Others: Jeff Backus (Det.) and John Tait 
(Chi.), 6; Bryant McKinnie (Minn.), 4.  

Comments: Clifton had too many penalties but made first team for the third year in a 
row. "He's close to elite," one scout said. "He's a consistent, big, strong, complete 
player." Tait moved from right to left tackle and was a solid run blocker. Backus was up 
and down. "His man is around the quarterback far too often," one scout said. McKinnie 
improved but still wasn't consistent enough. 

LEFT GUARD: *Ruben Brown (Chi.), 9. Others: Kyle Kosier (Det.), 7; Chris 
Liwienski (Minn.) and Scott Wells (GB), 4.  

Comments: All four scouts cringed when reflecting on this motley collection of starters. 
Brown, 33, is massive but doesn't finish. "He's so casual," one scout said. "He's one of the 
laziest finishers I've ever seen. He sits there, opens his arms and engulfs an opponent. He 
has great strength in the upper body." Kosier began the year on the bench, and Liwienski 
lost his job in Week 10. "Wells is a little undersized and gets pushed around," one scout 
said. "More of a backup type." 



CENTER: *Olin Kreutz (Chi.), 9. Others: Mike Flanagan (GB), 7; Melvin Fowler 
(Minn.) and Dominic Raiola (Det.), 4. 

Comments: This was Kreutz' fifth straight first-team berth. "All the centers are quick and 
athletic," one scout said. "Kreutz gives them swagger and he has a mean streak. He'll 
cave your ribcage in." Flanagan had sports hernia surgery Oct. 5 and battled 
complications after returning in record time. "He was decent this year," one scout said. 
"A lot of it has to do with the guys around you. It was different for him without (Marco) 
Rivera and (Mike) Wahle." 

RIGHT GUARD: *Damien Woody (Det.), 9. Others: Terrence Metcalf (Chi.), 7; Adam 
Goldberg (Minn.) and Will Whitticker (GB), 4. 

Comments: One scout said Woody was the Lions' MVP. "His man is not at the 
quarterback," the scout said. "He's not a very good finisher, but he's so talented. He has 
great strength and he's patient. He sits in there and just wins." Metcalf developed into a 
legitimate starter. Whitticker had a rough rookie season. "I think he's just a guy," one 
scout said. "I applaud the job of coaching they did there. His performance was saved 
more by (Brett) Favre's quick release. He broke down a lot." Added another scout: "You 
know what's wrong with the NFC North? The offensive lines. In the NFC North, there's a 
lot of offensive line on-the-job training." 

RIGHT TACKLE: Mark Tauscher (GB), 8. Others: Fred Miller (Chi.), 7; Kelly Butler 
(Det.), 6; Mike Rosenthal (Minn.), 3. 

Comments: Tauscher tied for first in '03. "You can't make a Hall of Fame highlight film 
out of (Tauscher)," one scout said. "But he works to finish and he can connect in space." 
Miller, 32, gave the Bears another genuine tackle. "He understands the position and gets 
by with reach and size," one scout said. "The feet are diminishing." Butler came on in his 
first year as a starter. "A year from now he'll be a better player than Miller," one scout 
said. Rosenthal, said one scout, "just fell off the planet. He totally lost his confidence. He 
was awful this year." 

TIGHT END: Bubba Franks (GB), 7. Others: Desmond Clark (Chi.) and Jermaine 
Wiggins (Minn.), 6; Marcus Pollard (Det.), 5. 

Comments: The Packers didn't get Franks signed until Aug. 24 and then knee and neck 
injuries limited him to 10 games. Still, it was enough to get him on the first team for the 
fifth year in a row. "He can block and get down the field, and he's still one of the best 
red-zone threats around," one scout said. Wiggins caught 66 passes but is a soft blocker. 
Pollard came from the Colts for a $2.3 million signing bonus but didn't do enough. "He's 
a good athlete but they never really got him the ball," one scout said. "A real 
disappointment." 

NO. 2 WIDE RECEIVER: Marcus Robinson (Minn.), 8. Others: Justin Gage (Chi.), 7; 
Robert Ferguson (GB), 5; Scottie Vines (Det.), 4. 



Comments: "Man, that's a bad group," one scout said. None was a full-time starter. 
Robinson made some plays in the red zone and downfield. Ferguson played hurt much of 
the year. "He's really a 3," one scout said. Vines, a former practice-squad player in Green 
Bay, ended up starting ahead of higher-priced talent. "What he does is go up and get the 
ball," one scout said. 

QUARTERBACK: *Brett Favre (GB), 9. Others: Daunte Culpepper (Minn.), 7; Joey 
Harrington (Det.), 5; Kyle Orton (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: In its 12-year history, Favre has made first team every year with the 
exception of '99 and '04. "He's still a winning quarterback," one scout said. "I'd take him 
any time, anywhere." Said another: "I'm still a Favre fan. He's not mobile but his arm is 
still golden." Added a third: "Actually, I think he played just like he played last year. I 
didn't see any drop-off. Nobody made a play for him, but he made too many plays for the 
opposition." Culpepper had a brutal year before blowing out his knee. Harrington was, 
well, Harrington. Meaning ineffective. As for Orton, one scout said: "You can't go to the 
prom with him, but he can manage the game." 

FULLBACK: William Henderson (GB) and Jim Kleinsasser (Minn.), 7. Others: Cory 
Schlesinger (Det.), 6; Bryan Johnson (Chi.), 4. 

Comments: Henderson has been a first-teamer in '99, '01, '04 and '05. "He's a natural 
football player," one scout said. "I think his blocking is fine in-line. He's still got 
explosiveness to him." Kleinsasser played both tight end and H-back. "Pretty solid 
blocker but probably a little bit overrated," one scout said. "Not great as a blocker or 
receiver." 

RUNNING BACK: *Thomas Jones (Chi.), 9. Others: Mewelde Moore (Minn.), 7; 
Samkon Gado (GB) and Kevin Jones (Det.), 4. 

Comments: And to think that the Bears got Jones in March 2004 for just $3.5 million in 
signing bonus. "He played really well," one scout said. "More of a space type runner. He 
doesn't have a lot of in-line power. But he has great feet and a very good burst." Moore 
filled in for suspended Onterrio Smith and played more than Michael Bennett. "Just a 
good football player," one scout said. Several scouts were mystified by Kevin Jones' 
shaky sophomore season. Gado came from nowhere to replace injured Ahman Green and 
Najeh Davenport. "He looks like a very raw running back, but he's got some speed and 
power," one scout said. "He's got a chance." 

NO. 3 WIDE RECEIVER: Koren Robinson (Minn.), 8. Others: Mark Bradley (Chi.), 
7; Antonio Chatman (GB), 6; Mike Williams (Det.), 3. 

Comments: The Vikings took a chance Sept. 5 by signing Robinson, the troubled ex-
Seahawk. By year's end, he might have been their best wideout. "I don't know if he had a 
drop this year," one scout said. "I thought he played his best football." Bradley was 
starting to come on but blew out a knee in Week 7. "He was more dangerous than 



Muhammad to me," one scout said. "He'll be a good player. He's a complete receiver." 
Chatman, said one scout, "definitely is not a guy you have to zero in on, but his speed and 
quickness opened some things for Driver." Williams, the 10th pick in the '05 draft, looks 
like a bust. "He's got a lot of technique and fundamental work to say he's a legitimate 3," 
one scout said. Another scout said he was told by Lions' coaches that Williams had let his 
weight balloon to 260. "I don't know what you do with Mike Williams," one scout said. 
"Make him a tight end or something." 

NO. 4 WIDE RECEIVER: *Nate Burleson (Minn.), 9. Others: Bernard Berrian (Chi.), 
7; Charles Rogers (Det.) and Andrae Thurman (GB), 4. 

Comments: Burleson, a first-team pick at No. 2 wideout in '04, missed four games due to 
injury. Berrian isn't physical but can run. Rogers, the second pick in '03, is another bust. 
"He doesn't run like when he ran the 4.29 and he doesn't catch the ball well," one scout 
said.  

NO. 2 TIGHT END: *David Martin (GB), 9. Others: Casey FitzSimmons (Det.), John 
Gilmore (Chi.) and Richard Owens (Minn.), 5. 

Comments: Martin and former Dolphin Donald Lee filled in for Franks. "I was 
(expletive) I didn't get Lee," one scout said. "Lee's not a blocker, but his yards after catch 
is good. Heck, I saw him leaping over guys. Martin does OK in the passing game." None 
of the others has starting ability. 

UTILITY OFFENSIVE LINEMAN: *Roberto Garza (Chi.), 9. Others: Marcus 
Johnson (Minn.), 6; Grey Ruegamer (GB), 5; Rick DeMulling (Det.), 4. 

Comments: The Packers flunked Garza (knee) on his free-agent physical in March, but 
he went to the Bears and started six games. "Pretty functional," one scout said. Johnson 
was up and down as a rookie. DeMulling cost the Lions a $2 million signing bonus and 
then was benched after five games.  

NO. 2 QUARTERBACK: Brad Johnson (Minn.), 8. Others: Rex Grossman (Chi.), 7; 
Aaron Rodgers (GB), 5; Jeff Garcia (Det.), 4. 

Comments: "He's one of the most underappreciated players in the NFL," one scout said, 
referring to Johnson. "People have always looked for better. He's a very sharp guy that 
played pretty damn good." Johnson saved the Vikings' season after Culpepper went down 
in Week 7. "He might have been the best No. 2 in the league," one scout said. "He really 
took control of that offense." Garcia suffered a broken leg in late August and when he 
returned his diminished mobility ruined his play.  

NO. 2 RUNNING BACK: *Michael Bennett (Minn.), 9. Others: Adrian Peterson 
(Chi.), 6; Tony Fisher (GB), 5; Artose Pinner (Det.), 4. 



Comments: Bennett had a down year. "Couple weeks ago he was electrifying," one scout 
said. "It's like what they did with (Chris) Hovan last year. They're just moving on. 
Bennett has what they need. He's perfect for that stretch play of theirs." 

DEFENSE 

LEFT END: Adewale Ogunleye (Chi.), 8. Others: Aaron Kampman (GB), 7; Darrion 
Scott (Minn.), 5; Cory Redding (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Ogunleye fell one vote shy of being a unanimous pick, which he was last 
year. "One of the smoothest, most fluid pass rushers around," one scout said. "Great body 
balance. He plays with a lot of strength for 262 pounds." Kampman had his best season. 
"He's grown on me over the years," one scout said. "I used to think, 'They've got to 
replace this guy.' " The Packers are glad they matched the Vikings one-year, $1.2 million 
offer sheet April 12. "He almost sent (the Vikings') Mike Rosenthal to the boneyard," one 
scout said. "If you want to list his traits, you'd put effort so much higher than anything 
else." Scott and Redding were effective run-down players. 

NOSE TACKLE: *Pat Williams (Minn.), 9. Others: Dan Wilkinson (Det.), 7; Grady 
Jackson (GB), 5; Ian Scott (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: Williams excelled after moving from Buffalo. "When he turns it up, he can 
clog the hole and create a new line of scrimmage," one scout said. Wilkinson made his 
12th season perhaps his best. "He's listed as 350 some and I think he lied about that," one 
scout said. "He can flat run over you and can finesse and freeze you. You get so 
mesmerized about that Shaun Rogers you forget about him." Jackson was solid. "If he's 
focused and you've got him one-on-one, forget it," one scout said. "Thing he doesn't do 
now is get much pass rush. He's evolving into that Gilbert Brown syndrome." Scott was 
admired, too. 

THREE-TECHNIQUE TACKLE: Tommie Harris (Chi.), Shaun Rogers (Det.) and 
Kevin Williams (Minn.), 7. Other: Cullen Jenkins (GB), 3. 

Comments: Rogers made first team for the fourth year in a row. "He is a dancing bear," 
one scout said. "If he makes a decision to go from point A to point B, he gets to point B." 
Harris, according to one scout, "moves around like a young Warren Sapp." Williams 
battled injuries and wasn't quite his old dominating self. Jenkins drew praise, too. "He 
was one of those great finds," one scout said. "He's a big-play kid." 

RIGHT END: *Alex Brown (Chi.), 9. Others: Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila (GB), 6; James 
Hall (Det.), 5; Erasmus James (Minn.), 4. 

Comments: Brown blossomed in his fourth season. "He's an arc rusher with two or three 
changeups," one scout said. "He's put together an arsenal of pass-rush skills." Gbaja-
Biamila offers edge pass rush at the expense of being a target for opponents' ground 
games. "If he's in the game you run right at him," one scout said. "It has nothing to do 



with his toughness. He's tough. It's body build and size." Hall came on after a slow start. 
"Same kind of motor as 'KGB,' " one scout said. "Great player. He'll throw his body 
around and fly to the ball." James, the former Badger, has a long way to go.  

STRONG-SIDE LINEBACKER: Hunter Hillenmeyer (Chi.) and Keith Newman 
(Minn.), 7. Others: Boss Bailey (Det.), 6; Na'il Diggs (GB), 4. 

Comments: Hillenmeyer is an overachiever. Newman is a tough guy. Injuries limited 
Bailey to 11 games. Diggs, a first-team pick in '03 and '04, finished last for the first time 
in his six-year career. "I think he's on the downside," one scout said. "I think he's lost 
some of his aggressiveness." 

MIDDLE LINEBACKER: *Brian Urlacher (Chi.), 9. Others: Nick Barnett (GB), 7; 
Sam Cowart (Minn.) and Earl Holmes (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Urlacher made the team for the sixth time in his six-year career, including 
four unanimously. "He's just a flat-out great player," one scout said. Offered another: 
"Still a little bit overrated. His range and speed jump out. If he had the instincts of a Zach 
Thomas he'd be Hall of Fame." Barnett was the runner-up with 7 votes for the third 
straight year. "When they keep blockers off him and he can run and scrape, he's good, 
he's fine," one scout said. "Just not a great football player." Cowart and Holmes are near 
the end. 

WEAK-SIDE LINEBACKER: *Lance Briggs (Chi.), 9. Others: E.J. Henderson 
(Minn.), 7; Robert Thomas (GB), 5; James Davis (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Briggs eclipsed a weak field. "Another phenomenal year," one scout said. 
"He plays the game at a different tempo. Based on his college, he really has surprised 
me."  

LEFT CORNERBACK: *Antoine Winfield (Minn.), 9. Others: Charles Tillman (Chi.), 
7; Ahmad Carroll (GB) and R.W. McQuarters (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Winfield isn't a shutdown corner, but he covered better than Tillman, a 
playmaker who lacks speed. "Winfield is one of the toughest midgets in the league," one 
scout said. Tillman was inconsistent. "Much more of a zone player than man," one scout 
said. The scouts said Carroll's improvement in his second season was marginal. "He's still 
too up and down mentally and physically," one scout said. "He's still figuring it out with 
all the holding and grabbing." 

RIGHT CORNERBACK: Nathan Vasher (Chi.), 8. Others: Al Harris (GB), 7; Dre' Bly 
(Det.), 6; Fred Smoot (Minn.), 3. 

Comments: Vasher won a close competition over Harris and Bly. "If you make a 
mistake, Vasher is going to capitalize," one scout said. "That defense is ideally suited for 
him. He has great instincts and play-making ability." Harris covered many No. 1 



wideouts all over the field. "He's not a special player," one scout said. "He needs to get 
his hands on guys. He's mentally prepared to play. He's a smart, crafty, physical player, 
but he just doesn't have speed." Bly had another fine year. Smoot didn't live up to his 
$10.8 million signing bonus. "He's a guesser and his lack of speed shows," one scout 
said. 

STRONG SAFETY: *Mike Brown (Chi.), 9. Others: Corey Chavous (Minn.) and 
Kenoy Kennedy (Det.), 6; Mark Roman (GB), 3. 

Comments: Brown was back on the first team after making it in '00, '01 and '03. "He is 
the leader of that defense," one scout said. "He just has a presence about him." Kennedy, 
a former Bronco, delivered his share of punishing hits. Roman also finished last in '04. 
"He played the best he can," one scout said. "Just not good enough." 

FREE SAFETY: *Darren Sharper (Minn.), 9. Others: Nick Collins (GB), Chris Harris 
(Chi.) and Terrence Holt (Det.), 5. 

Comments: Sharper made it for the fourth year in a row but first as a Viking. "You can 
still tell he's lost a step speed-wise, but he's got great ball skills," one scout said. Collins 
and Harris had good rookie seasons. "He's got something you can't teach: speed," one 
scout said, referring to Collins. "He's got to learn angles. He had a lot of missed tackles. 
But he's got a real good chance." 

NO. 3 DEFENSIVE END: Kalimba Edwards (Det.) and Lance Johnstone (Minn.), 8. 
Others: Michael Haynes (Chi.) and Mike Montgomery (GB), 4. 

Comments: Edwards, a second-round pick in '02, had his best year but still isn't a 
complete player. "Heck of a player - just a specialist," one scout said. Montgomery was 
OK. "Just not a whole lot there," one scout said. "He lacks first-step speed. But he's 
young. You've got to give him time." 

NO. 3 DEFENSIVE TACKLE: Shaun Cody (Det.), 8. Others: Alfonso Boone (Chi.), 
7; Colin Cole (GB), 5; C.J. Mosley (Minn.), 4. 

Comments: Cody, a second-round pick, did well subbing on the Lions' deep D-line. 
"He's quick, he's smart, he's a quick-twitch guy," one scout said. "He's almost special." 
Cole, a former Viking and Lion, was stout. "He's a two-gap type guy," one scout said. 
"He has some power about him. Limited athlete." 

UTILITY DEFENSIVE LINEMAN: *Tank Johnson (Chi.), 9. Others: Jared DeVries 
(Det.) and Spencer Johnson (Minn.), 6; Kenny Peterson (GB), 3. 

Comments: Tank Johnson won for the second straight year. "What he is is a nickel pass 
rusher," one scout said. "If you give him a chance to run stunts, he can get to the 
quarterback. He's got burst and quickness. He's not a one-on-one power player."  



NO. 4 LINEBACKER: Paris Lenon (GB), 8. Others: Dontarrious Thomas (Minn.), 7; 
Leon Joe (Chi.), 5; Wali Rainer (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Lenon, who made 11 starts because of injuries, also was a first-teamer in '04. 
"He's a try-hard guy," one scout said. "Tough guy. He's a fifth, sixth guy."  

NO. 3 CORNERBACK: *Brian Williams (Minn.), 9. Others: Jerry Azumah (Chi.), 6; 
Andre' Goodman (Det.), 5; Mike Hawkins (GB), 4. 

Comments: Williams basically beat out Smoot down the stretch. "He's just OK speed, 
which holds him back," one scout said. Azumah isn't very aware. Hawkins is green as 
grass. "Grading the flashes, I like his long arms and he's got decent speed," one scout 
said. 

NO. 3 SAFETY: *Mike Green (Chi.), 9. Others: Marviel Underwood (GB), 6; Bracy 
Walker (Det.), 5; Will Hunter (Minn.), 4. 

Comments: It was Green and three nobodies, according to the scouts. "Green is physical 
enough and he can bump down and cover slots," one scout said.  

SPECIAL TEAMS 

KICKER: *Jason Hanson (Det.), 9. Others: Ryan Longwell (GB), 7; Paul Edinger 
(Minn.) and Robbie Gould (Chi.), 4. 

Comments: Hanson also made it in '95, '97, '98, '99, '02, '03 and '04. "He's still a money 
kicker," one scout said. "He's still got leg strength. I don't know how the guy does it 
every year." Longwell had a rough year. "He was my disappointment," one scout said. 
"Fortunately for him, there's not going to be a lot of kickers in that market." Gould, a 
rookie free agent, proved to be everything the Bears had hoped. "He's come out of 
nowhere and kicked pretty well in a tough situation," one scout said.  

PUNTER: *Chris Kluwe (Minn.), 9. Others: Nick Harris (Det.), 7; Brad Maynard 
(Chi.), 5; B.J. Sander (GB), 3. 

Comments: Kluwe led the division in gross average (44.4 yards). "He's got a big leg but 
it helps to be indoors," one scout said. Harris led the division in net (37.7) and had just 
two touchbacks compared to 32 inside the 20. "He's learned how to control the ball," one 
scout said. Maynard, 31, left one scout wondering if he has lost substantial leg strength. 
Sander sagged in the second half. "You might as well cut him," one scout said. "God, was 
he awful." 

PUNT RETURNER: Eddie Drummond (Det.) and Mewelde Moore (Minn.), 8. Others: 
Antonio Chatman (GB), 5; Bernard Berrian (Chi.), 3. 



Comments: Drummond had a bad average (6.5) but earned a split with the shifty Moore 
because of superior speed and quickness. Chatman, said one scout, "is just a reliable 
guy." 

KICKOFF RETURNER: Eddie Drummond (Det.) and Koren Robinson (Minn.), 8. 
Others: Jerry Azumah (Chi.), 5; Ahmad Carroll (GB), 3. 

Comments: Robinson made the Pro Bowl after not returning a single kick in Seattle. 
"But he runs straight up and down and gets crushed," one scout said. Carroll took over 
late by default. "I wasn't impressed," one scout said. "He didn't look very natural. He 
looked mechanical and a little bit fearful. He's got the speed and build to do it." 

SPECIAL TEAMS ACE: Brendon Ayanbadejo (Chi.), 6. Others: Donte' Curry (Det.), 
4; Adrian Peterson (Chi.) and Brady Poppinga (GB), 3; Dovonte Edwards (Minn.), 
William Henderson (GB) and Raonall Smith (Minn.), 2; Wali Rainer (Det.) and Brian 
Williams (Minn.), 1. 

Comments: Ayanbadejo arrived via trade from Miami on Aug. 29 and became the Bears' 
special-teams leader. The Packers regarded Poppinga as their top player. "He's a high 
motor guy who was tough to block," one scout said. 

SPECIAL CATEGORIES 

(Vote for one)  

COACH OF THE YEAR: Lovie Smith (Chi.), 3; Mike Tice (Minn.), 1. 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Rossley (GB) and Ron Turner (Chi.), 2. 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ron Rivera (Chi.), 3; Ted Cottrell (Minn.), 1. 

SPECIAL TEAMS COACH: Rusty Tillman (Minn.), 3; Dave Toub (Chi.), 1. 

POSITION COACH: Don Johnson (defensive line, Chi.), 2; Joe Baker 
(secondary/safeties, GB) and Wade Wilson (quarterbacks, Chi.), 1. 

OFFENSIVE PLAYER: Thomas Jones (Chi.), 3; Brad Johnson (Minn.), 1. 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Brian Urlacher (Chi.), 2; Shaun Rogers (Det.) and Nathan 
Vasher (Chi.), 1. 

OFFENSIVE ROOKIE: Kyle Orton (Chi.), 3; Samkon Gado (GB), 1. 

DEFENSIVE ROOKIE: Chris Harris (Chi.), 3; Nick Collins (GB), 1. 



MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: Brian Urlacher (Chi.), 2; Brad Johnson (Minn.) and 
Thomas Jones (Chi.), 1. 

EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR: Jerry Angelo (general manager, Chi.) and Zygi Wilf 
(owner, Minn.), 2. 

IMPACT DECISIONS 

• The Vikings' trade on March 2 that sent WR Randy Moss to Oakland in exchange for a 
first-round draft choice that became WR Troy Williamson and backup LB Napoleon 
Harris. "I think it hurt them," one executive said. "There used to be a fear factor playing 
the Vikings." 

• The firing of coach Steve Mariucci by Lions President Matt Millen with five games 
remaining. "That was a terrible move," one executive said. "It didn't save anything. 
Mariucci's a pretty good football coach. Firing somebody in the middle of the year made 
no sense." 

• The firing by the Bears of offensive coordinator Terry Shea in January after one season 
and then hiring former Illinois coach Ron Turner to replace him. "Their offense last year 
was horrible," one executive said. "Even with a rookie quarterback they still showed they 
could run the ball this year." 

• The hiring of retired coaches Jerry Rhome and Foge Fazio by Vikings owner Zygi Wilf 
to assist the staff amid the "Love Boat" scandal. "If he didn't handle that perfectly, they 
could have been 2-14," one executive said. "To me, that got them in position to challenge 
for the NFC North." 

 


