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Last week, scouts from each of the NFC North teams were asked by the Journal Sentinel's 
Bob McGinn to rank the top three players in the division at each position. They were not 
permitted to vote for their own players, and none of the comments that follow was made 
by a scout about a player on his own team. A first-place vote was worth three points, a 
second was worth two and a third was worth one. Asterisks denote unanimous selections. 

Offense 
NO. 1 WIDE RECEIVER: Donald Driver* (GB), 9 points. Others: Roy Williams 
(Det.), 7; Bernard Berrian (Chi.), 5; Bobby Wade (Minn.), 3. 

Comments: Driver's production wasn't quite as extreme but he was a repeat selection. 
"They don't use him as much but he's still humming along pretty darn good," one scout 
said. Williams has been third, third, second and second in four seasons. "He was solid," 
another scout said. "Not an impact player." 

LEFT TACKLE: Chad Clifton* (GB), 9. Others: Bryant McKinnie (Minn.), 7; Jeff 
Backus (Det.) and John Tait (Chi.), 4.  

Comments: Since a pelvic injury ruined his 2002 season Clifton has either shared or 
been first team outright five straight years. "There's not one guy that really stands out," 
one scout said. "They all had decent years. Clifton was just OK. He's a pro but he has 
limitations." McKinnie, according to another scout, "is a phenomenal athlete who still has 
his inconsistencies." Backus and Tait were either the first or second-best players on bad 
lines but one scout said both needed to be replaced. 

LEFT GUARD: Steve Hutchinson* (Minn.), 9. Others: Daryn Colledge (GB), 6; Edwin 
Mulitalo (Det.), 5; Ruben Brown (Chi.), 4.  

Comments: "Just a strong, tough, physical guy," one scout said, referring to Hutchinson. 
"There are more athletic guys around." Two other scouts said he wasn't worth the 
exorbitant money he is being paid. As for the rest, one scout said: "I didn't like any of 
them and wouldn't want any of them."  

CENTER: Olin Kreutz* (Chi.), 9. Others: Matt Birk (Minn.), 7; Scott Wells (GB) and 
Dominic Raiola (Det.), 4. 
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Comments: Kreutz made it for the seventh year in a row; twice he shared honors with 
Birk. "He's one of my favorite guys in the league," one scout said. "Their line slipped but 
he still was solid." Birk, 31, had a bounce-back season. Wells, Raiola and Kreutz are 
undersized. "Wells has short arms and quick feet," another scout said. "Struggles vs. 
power. Quick hands. Decent in space." 

RIGHT GUARD: Roberto Garza* (Chi.), 9. Others: Jason Spitz (GB), 7; Anthony 
Herrera (Minn.), 5; Stephen Peterman (Det.), 3. 

Comments: "Wow," one scout said. "Not a good group." The top three are more battlers 
than athletes. Of Spitz, one scout said: "I like him. He's tough, smart, just not overly 
athletic. What you're looking at today in interior line play, he's OK. He's big enough 
where he's not getting knocked back into the backfield." 

RIGHT TACKLE: Mark Tauscher (GB), 8. Others: Ryan Cook (Minn.) and Fred Miller 
(Chi.), 6; George Foster (Det.), 4.  

Comments: Tauscher also made first team in 2003 and '05. "He's lost some quickness 
and agility but he takes really good angles," one scout said. "He's strong once he gets 
locked on." Said another scout: "You think there's no way he's going to hold a guy out 
but at the end of the day they haven't gotten there." Miller hit the wall at 34. Cook 
demonstrated no power and was the Vikings' weak link. Foster was benched after 10 
games. 

TIGHT END: Donald Lee* (GB), 9. Others: Visanthe Shiancoe (Minn.) and Desmond 
Clark (Chi.), 6; Sean McHugh (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Clark had a fine season, holding off rookie Greg Olsen, but the nod went to 
Lee. "Lee's very athletic," one scout said. "Gets up the seam. OK blocker just because he 
fights like crazy. Not very powerful." Lee was third-string in '06. "He's just another 
wideout for them," another scout said. "Never has been a blocker." Overpaid at $3.7 
million per year, Shiancoe proved to be a scrappy blocker and caught the ball well in 
limited opportunities. 

NO. 2 WIDE RECEIVER: Greg Jennings* (GB), 9. Others: Sidney Rice (Minn.), 
Shaun McDonald (Det.) and Muhsin Muhammad (Chi.), 5. 

Comments: "Jennings could really fit into a No. 1 receiver," one scout said. "Love him. 
He can stretch a field and make big plays given his run after catch." Rice, a big rookie, 
flashed tremendous potential. McDonald is more of a No. 3. At 34, Muhammad is just a 
powerful possession WR. 

QUARTERBACK: Brett Favre* (GB), 9. Others: Jon Kitna (Det.), 7; Tarvaris Jackson 
(Minn.) and Rex Grossman (Chi.), 4.  



Comments: In the 14-year history of the team, Favre has made it 12 times. He was 
second to Jeff George in 1999 and second to Daunte Culpepper in '04. "He was having a 
career year until last week," one scout said. "More patient. He played within himself a 
little more." Kitna was Kitna, tough but mistake-prone. Jackson, according to one scout, 
"was awful at the beginning, then did some things and now it seems like he's gone back 
in the tank. He's a developing player who they don't ask to do a lot." Two scouts 
sarcastically said they hoped Grossman re-signs with the Bears. 

FULLBACK: Tony Richardson (Minn.) and Jason McKie (Chi.), 8. Others: Korey Hall 
(GB), 5; Jon Bradley (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Richardson, 36, is nearing the end whereas McKie had his best season. 
"McKie does all the dirty work," one scout said. "He's tough and can catch the ball." Hall, 
according to another scout, "is a little small and a little stiff. They'll be looking to upgrade 
there. No comparison with (William) Henderson. Just because a guy starts doesn't mean 
he's good."  

RUNNING BACK: Adrian Peterson* (Minn.), 9. Others: Ryan Grant (GB) and Kevin 
Jones (Det.), 6; Cedric Benson (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: Peterson wowed all who watched. "He's the best back, in terms of running 
the football, since Barry Sanders," one scout said. Said another: "People were afraid to 
take him on. They'd look for different angles. There's not a fear factor in Peterson. 
Violent runner." Grant rescued Green Bay's pathetic ground game. "He's a collision 
runner," another scout said. "Straight-line speed. He's probably got one cut." Benson 
turned out to be a dud. "He's not very fast," a third scout said. "He runs so square to the 
line that he takes a lot of big shots." 

NO. 3 WIDE RECEIVER: James Jones (GB) and Calvin Johnson (Det.), 8. Others: 
Robert Ferguson (Minn.), 5; Rashied Davis (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: Jones, the 78th pick, shared honors with Johnson, the second pick. "Size, 
strength, explosion, burst," one scout said of Jones. "Still makes mental mistakes but he's 
talented." Johnson's impact was less than expected. "He did more flashing than 
producing," another scout said. "It wasn't all his fault. He'll have to get better route 
running. Just the nuances of the game." Injuries have robbed Ferguson, 28, of some speed 
and quickness but he made seven starts and did OK. 

NO. 4 WIDE RECEIVER: Mike Furrey (Det.) and Devin Hester (Chi.), 8. Others: Troy 
Williamson (Minn.), 5; Ruvell Martin (GB), 3. 

Comments: Furrey was far more polished than Hester but lacked the Bear's big-play 
capability. "Hester is still raw," one scout said. "But you have to account for him." 

NO. 2 TIGHT END: Greg Olsen* (Chi.), 9. Others: Jim Kleinsasser (Minn.), 7; Bubba 
Franks (GB), 5; Casey FitzSimmons (Det.), 3.  



Comments: Olsen is regarded as a terrible blocker but was a major threat downfield. 
"He's got the art of pushing off down to a T," one scout said. "He nudges guys right at the 
end." Kleinsasser, according to another scout, "is one of the better blocking tight ends in 
the NFC."  

UTILITY OFFENSIVE LINEMAN: Junius Coston (GB) and Damien Woody (Det.), 7. 
Others: John St. Clair (Chi.), 6; Artis Hicks (Minn.), 4.  

Comments: Coston split time at guard. "Coston is really athletic as hell," one scout said. 
"I don't know how powerful he is." Woody, a first-team RG from 2004-'06, started there 
in the first month before getting hurt and was benched. However, he fared surprisingly 
well at RT down the stretch.  

NO. 2 QUARTERBACK: Aaron Rodgers (GB) and Brian Griese (Chi.), 8. Others: 
Kelly Holcomb (Minn.) and J.T. O'Sullivan (Det.), 4.  

Comments: Rodgers, third in 2005 and second in '06, showed promise. "The last few 
times I saw him he has played like he has a chance," one scout said. "It didn't look like he 
did in the past." Griese made six starts, Holcomb three. "Griese isn't good enough to be a 
starter," another scout said. "Too many negative plays." 

NO. 2 RUNNING BACK: Chester Taylor* (Minn.), 9. Others: T.J. Duckett (Det.) and 
Adrian Peterson (Chi.), 6; Vernand Morency (GB), 3. 

Comments: Taylor was widely admired. "About as solid as you can get," one scout said. 
"Blocks. Catches. Natural runner. Just a step slow. He's better than (Ryan) Grant." 
Duckett is a straight-line power back. "Peterson's got the whole package but he just can't 
run," another scout said. 

Defense 
LEFT END: Aaron Kampman* (GB), 9. Others: Kenechi Udeze (Minn.) and Adewale 
Ogunleye (Chi.), 6; Jared DeVries, (Det.), 3. 

Comments: After finishing second twice and fourth twice from 2002-'05, Kampman is 
unanimous for second straight year. "He just keeps getting better," one scout said. "He's a 
little undersized but he's able to turn speed into power on the edge and generate a bull 
rush even though he's 270. And he just keeps coming." Udeze isn't a pass rusher but 
improved against the run. Ogunleye enjoyed a bounce-back season. "He's Kampman's 
style but a notch below," another scout said. 

NOSE TACKLE: Pat Williams* (Minn.), 9. Others: Shaun Rogers (Det.), 7; Ryan 
Pickett (GB), 5; Anthony Adams (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: Williams has been unanimous all three years in Minnesota. "He's your 
modern-day Ted Washington," one scout said. Rogers, a first-teamer from 2002-'05, had 



a good first half and a lazy second half. "He's hit or miss," another scout said. "When he 
wants to play, he can play." Pickett is valued more by the Packers than opponents. "I'm 
not really infatuated with him," a third scout said. Said another, "Just a guy." 

THREE-TECHNIQUE TACKLE: Kevin Williams* (Minn.), 9. Others: Tommie 
Harris (Chi.), 7; Corey Williams (GB) and Cory Redding (Det.), 4. 

Comments: A first-team pick from 2003-'05, Kevin Williams rebounded from a runner-
up finish behind Harris in '06. "He's a disruptive guy," one scout said. "He gets up the 
field and has a power level that's pretty good." Harris played hurt much of the season. In 
July, Redding got $13 million in bonuses and then mustered only one sack. Corey 
Williams, according to another scout, "was slow to shed at times. Pretty good gap 
control. Plays with strength, quickness and awareness." 

RIGHT END: Cullen Jenkins (GB) and Ray Edwards (Minn.), 7. Others: Dewayne 
White (Det.) and Mark Anderson (Chi.), 5. 

Comments: Jenkins' production was down but one scout said he was the Packers' best 
defensive tackle. "He's a complete player," one scout said. "I know he didn't have the 
sack numbers (one). He'd be a good three-technique." Edwards emerged as a first-year 
starter. Two scouts said White lacked strength. Asked to play full time, the speedy 
Anderson wasn't nearly as effective. 

STRONG-SIDE LINEBACKER: Ben Leber* (Minn.), 9. Others: Hunter Hillenmeyer 
(Chi.), 6; Brady Poppinga (GB), 5; Boss Bailey (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Leber, said one scout, "is a very good player. Underrated." Hillenmeyer was 
his normal average self. Bailey played his way out of Detroit. "Poppinga's adequate," 
another scout said. "He probably couldn't play in some other schemes like Tampa-2. He's 
a little upright and tight. He runs pretty good. He's better than he was last year." 

MIDDLE LINEBACKER: Nick Barnett (GB) and E.J. Henderson (Minn.), 8. Others: 
Brian Urlacher (Chi.), 5; Paris Lenon (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Urlacher, a seven-time first-teamer (unanimous from 2002-'06), "played 
hurt," one scout said, referring to his sore back. "It's not really a knock on him but he 
didn't get it done. He's not a physical guy." So the nod went to Barnett, who was second 
the last four years with 7 votes each time, and Henderson, who was third at MLB in '04 
and second at WLB in '05 and '06. "Barnett is more athletic than Henderson and 
Henderson is more physical," another scout said. "Barnett can play in any system." Of 
Henderson, a third scout said: "Great between the tackles and solid outside. By far the 
best tackler. Instinctive. Tough. He can blitz." 

WEAK-SIDE LINEBACKER: Lance Briggs (Chi.), 8. Others: Ernie Sims (Det.), 7; 
A.J. Hawk (GB), 5; Chad Greenway (Minn.), 4. 



Comments: "The NFC North's probably got the best linebackers," one scout said. "We 
were known for defensive tackles but that's probably worn off." Briggs made it for the 
fifth year in a row. "Briggs is very instinctive and a physical guy on contact," another 
scout said. "He closes pretty good even though he's a mid-4.7 guy." Sims, Hawk and 
Greenway all were first-round picks in '06. "Sims is a hell of a football player," a third 
scout said. "More speed than Hawk. I give Hawk the edge on his downhill ability." 
Hawk, said one of the scouts, "is developing. He's really instinctive. He's let you down a 
couple times in coverage this year and is not really (physical). It's not like he's going in 
there and blowing up everybody. That's not his style." 

LEFT CORNERBACK: Charles Woodson* (GB), 9. Others: Antoine Winfield (Minn.), 
7; Charles Tillman (Chi.), 5; Fernando Bryant (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Winfield's three-year run ended. "Woodson reminds me of Dre' Bly; the ball 
just ends up in his hands," one scout said. "He's got great instincts that way. If you screw 
up he will make you pay. It's kind of been a resurrection for him there. He's playing really 
well . . . but he holds all the time." Winfield missed five games with injuries. Tillman 
lacks speed for man-to-man coverage but anticipates well and is physical.  

RIGHT CORNERBACK: Al Harris* (GB), 9. Others: Cedric Griffin (Minn.), 7; Travis 
Fisher (Det.), 5; Trumaine McBride (Chi.), 3. 

Comments: Harris made it for the third time in four years but this was his first 
unanimous selection. "Not as good as Woodson," one scout said. "He's never had great 
speed but he can reroute and that ruins timing." Griffin, in his second season, is starting 
to come on. 

STRONG SAFETY: Darren Sharper* (Minn.), 9. Others: Atari Bigby (GB) and 
Brandon McGowan (Chi.), 6; Kenoy Kennedy (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Sharper has made it six years in a row, the last three unanimously. "He's 
Johnny on the spot," one scout said. "He still guesses a lot but he made plays. His speed 
was a step slow but his tackling was all right." Bigby was a first-year starter. "I can't 
imagine he can cover anyone," another scout said. "Tight. Straight-line. Much better 
working downhill." McGowan replaced injured Mike Brown. Kennedy, 30, can't run 
anymore. 

FREE SAFETY: Nick Collins* (GB), 9. Others: Dwight Smith (Minn.) and Danieal 
Manning (Chi.), 6; Gerald Alexander (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Collins, a two-time selection, remains the best of a so-so group. "The guy 
can run," one scout said. "But his angles are inconsistent and his diagnose is inconsistent. 
He's slow to diagnose routes. Physical hitter. Doesn't always wrap." Smith is a natural 
ballhawk but an erratic tackler. Manning is a classic tweener. Alexander performed 
acceptably as a rookie starter. 



NO. 3 DEFENSIVE END: Alex Brown (Chi.), 8. Others: Kabeer Gbaja-Biamila (GB), 
7; Brian Robison (Minn.), 6; Corey Smith (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Brown lost his job to Anderson but played well off the bench. Two scouts 
said "KGB" was better suited to a part-time role. Robison, a fourth-round pick, 
blossomed down the stretch. "Kind of like a young Kampman," one scout said. "Up and 
coming rusher. High-motor guy."  

NO. 3 DEFENSIVE TACKLE: Johnny Jolly (GB) and Spencer Johnson (Minn.), 7. 
Others: Darwin Walker (Chi.), 6; Langston Moore (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Jolly suffered a season-ending shoulder injury in Week 10. "He can cause a 
little havoc," one scout said. "Got some quickness. Not very strong at the point. Struggles 
to find the ball. Struggles to separate rushing the passer. Gets caught up in traffic. Pretty 
good in a wave." Walker, acquired for a fifth-round pick July 29, didn't do much. 

UTILITY DEFENSIVE LINEMAN: Israel Idonije (Chi.), 8. Others: Shaun Cody 
(Det.), 6; Mike Montgomery (GB) and Jayme Mitchell (Minn.), 5. 

Comments: Idonije can and has played all four positions. "He can get in a lane," one 
scout said. "He's got a little pass rush." 

NO. 4 LINEBACKER: Teddy Lehman (Det.) and Jamar Williams (Chi.), 8. Others: 
Tracy White (GB) and Heath Farwell (Minn.), 4. 

Comments: "Nobody got hurt at linebacker in the division this year," one scout said. 
"Lehman has ability when he's healthy." Williams has starting potential. 

NO. 3 CORNERBACK: Ricky Manning, Jr. (Chi.), 8. Others: Jarrett Bush (GB), 7; 
Marcus McCauley (Minn.), 5; Keith Smith (Det.), 4. 

Comments: "It's a bad list," one scout said. "They all have weaknesses." Manning is 
quicker than fast. "Little sawed-off guy; just a nickel back," another scout said. Bush, 
according to a third scout, "was their weakness. He's gotten better. His speed isn't bad." 
Said one of the other scouts: "He's a reactor now in coverage vs. being an anticipator. 
He's got some man coverage skills but he's not instinctive." McCauley, a third-round 
pick, got picked on. 

NO. 3 SAFETY: Aaron Rouse (GB) and Tank Williams (Minn.), 7. Others: Idrees 
Bashir (Det.) and Adam Archuleta (Chi.), 5. 

Comments: Rouse "is just a linebacker playing safety," according to one scout. 
Archuleta, who cost the Bears a fifth-round pick in March, was a bust. "He missed some 
tackles and he's not a space guy," another scout said.  

Special Teams 



KICKER: Ryan Longwell (Minn.), 8. Others: Jason Hanson (Det.), 7; Robbie Gould 
(Chi.), 6; Mason Crosby (GB), 3. 

Comments: This is the first time in Longwell's 11-year career that he received the nod by 
himself. He had shared it with Hanson in 2002 and '04. "He beat the Bears with a 55-
yarder at Chicago," one scout said. "It changed the whole dynamics of the division." 
Hanson, 37, had two uncharacteristic misses in clutch situations. Gould led in field-goal 
percentage at 86.7 and Crosby was last at 78.4. 

PUNTER: Chris Kluwe* (Minn.), 9. Others: Nick Harris (Det.) and Brad Maynard 
(Chi.), 6; Jon Ryan (GB), 3. 

Comments: Kluwe also won in '05 but dropped to third in '06. "He's a talented guy," one 
scout said. Maynard had the best net at 37.0 yards, followed by Kluwe and Ryan at 36.8 
and Harris at 36.4. "But how can you vote for Ryan after last week?" another scout said. 

PUNT RETURNER: Devin Hester* (Chi.), 9. Others: Charles Woodson (GB), 7; 
Mewelde Moore (Minn.) and Troy Walters (Det.), 4. 

Comments: Hester averaged 14.3 yards. "As much as I love Favre, this guy completely 
changed everyone's game plan," one scout said. "He was the most valuable player in the 
division. You were just hoping he didn't take it the distance." 

KICKOFF RETURNER: Devin Hester* (Chi.), 9. Others: Aundrae Allison (Minn.), 7; 
Koren Robinson (GB), 5; Aveion Cason (Det.), 3. 

Comments: Allison, a fifth-round pick, averaged 28.7. Robinson is at 23.9. "I don't know 
how natural Koren is back there," one scout said. "He doesn't hit it all the time." 

SPECIAL TEAMS ACE: Brendon Ayanbadejo* (Chi.), 9. Others: Alex Lewis (Det.), 4; 
Eric Frampton (Minn.), 3; Jason Hunter (GB), Heath Farwell (Minn.) and Vinny Ciurciu 
(Minn.), 2; Tracy White (GB) and Desmond Bishop (GB), 1. 

Comments: Ayanbadejo made it for the third year in a row. One scout called him a 
"beast" in coverage. Said another: "They give him the ability to free-lance but he does get 
back into his lane. He's got great speed. Very instinctive." 

Special Categories 
COACH OF THE YEAR: Mike McCarthy (GB), 3; Brad Childress (Minn.), 1. 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Darrell Bevell (Minn.) and Joe Philbin (GB), 2. 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Leslie Frazier (Minn.) and Bob Sanders (GB), 2. 

SPECIAL TEAMS COACH: Dave Toub (Chi.), 3; Paul Ferraro (Minn.), 1. 



POSITION COACH: Eric Bieniemy (running backs, Minn.) and Tom Clements 
(quarterbacks, GB), 2. 

OFFENSIVE PLAYER: Adrian Peterson (Minn.), 3; Brett Favre (GB), 1. 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Aaron Kampman (GB), 2; Pat Williams (Minn.) and Kevin 
Williams (Minn.), 1. 

OFFENSIVE ROOKIE: Adrian Peterson (Minn.), 3; James Jones (GB), 1. 

DEFENSIVE ROOKIE: Brian Robison (Minn.), 2; Gerald Alexander (Det.) and 
Marcus McCauley (Minn.), 1. 

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: Brett Favre (GB), 2; Adrian Peterson (Minn.) and 
Devin Hester (Chi.), 1. 

EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR: Ted Thompson (general manager, GB), 3; Rick 
Spielman (vice president of player personnel, Minn.), 1. 

Impact Decisions 
•  Two of the four personnel men cited the decision by Minnesota to select RB Adrian 
Peterson with the seventh pick of the draft amid widespread concern because of his injury 
history at Oklahoma. "We never questioned the talent," one scout said. "It was a matter of 
multiple collarbone fractures and if he was going to stay healthy."  
•  The decision by Green Bay QB Brett Favre to return for a 17th season: "I thought he 
was retired, crying out there on that field," one scout said, referring to Favre's tearful 
adieu to 2006 at Soldier Field. "Then he came back and had a great year."  
•  The decision by Green Bay GM Ted Thompson on Sept. 1 to trade a sixth-round draft 
choice to the New York Giants for RB Ryan Grant. "It was a great job of scouting the 
preseason and over the years," one scout said. "Because the guy had been hurt, a lot of 
teams probably lost track of him. That's how you're supposed to scout preseason. Look 
who has depth and try to get him." 
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