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SPECIALISTS 

 

MASON CROSBY: For a 10-year veteran Crosby has had precious few chances to decide games 

with late field goals. He had two this season, and delivered each time: from 32 yards at windy 

Soldier Field as time expired and from 51 as time expired in the divisional playoffs at Dallas. He 

ranked 11th in FG percentage (.867). His four regular-season misses were from 31 (blocked, 

lousy protection), 48 (poor hold), 36 (few feet left) and 51 (misjudged wind). His black marks 

were the 41-yard miss in the NFC title game and three missed extra points in 57 attempts. On 

98 kickoffs for distance, his average hang time of 3.91 seconds was his best since 2010 (3.93). 

His average distance was 69.8 yards, and he had 54 touchbacks. Grade: B. 

 

BRETT GOODE: The Packers didn’t wait long to sign a challenger for Goode, whose contract is 

expiring and his minimum base salary for 2017 would be $1 million. He’s Taybor Pepper (6-4, 

245), the starter at Michigan State from 2012-'15 who wasn’t signed last year. He runs 5.11, is a 

good athlete and scored 28 on the Wonderlic. His base salary is $465,000. Goode bounced back 

from a torn ACL in December 2015 to have another season of consistency. Grade: C. 

 

JACOB SCHUM: Green Bay gambled on Aug. 30 that Jacob Schum would be a suitable successor 

to Tim Masthay, who was waived. Based on a comparison with Masthay’s numbers last year, 

Schum wasn’t quite as effective. Schum ranked 27th in gross average (43.2) and 24th in net 

(39.1). His inside-the-20 rate of 33.9% ranked 19th; his touchback rate of 7.1% tied for 18th. 

However, Schum’s average hang time of 4.25 in 67 punts easily surpassed Masthay’s 4.09 last 

season. Grade: C-. 


